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During the ourly monihs of 1942 the AA defenses of the Vest Coast
wore on an aloest eautinuous alards Mammmmu’tbehp;

 ancoo landlngs oh the Alewiians and sttacks vers expected at Seattle

and other Pacifle Coast eities,">) lLany yusors were €lcat that the
Jops would bomb these oities on various dstes and, in cmpem‘wm
with the JapumaMm perhaps foree a lemding., It was mmd
these attacks would be ynckronised with others oa Galmy Australia,

‘the Canal Zone and maha.(z) A Jup informant in Los Angelw, for

ingtance, roparted to Resdquarters 1lth Naval District that there was
a Btrong rumoy eucng Japanesa fanilies, presusably based on a’short:
wave radic report from Japan, that eun 18 February the Wost (Muf would
be boanbed.(?) A roport to Headquarters 39th Irigsde, Seattle, from
G2, Horthwastern Secter, WO, oo 13 February stated that ecoording
1o reliahla Hisel osourges 1t wao mmored that "‘ana will boub wm

1) listory of the 243d 81t Bu, p e

2; Wi Wire (sigued Marshall) #2797%06,%0 6Feb 42,

3 rr,m,mamcormwnu,wm&z. Itmnmiatm
of repart and consequant evants whish dotermined Genopal DeWitt to-
evaguate the Japanose fron the Theatye of Operstions, It should bo
noted howevar, that much ¢f the infearmation scowred came from the
Japenese rwi&mta of the Const themmelves) that no convictions for

aoplonnge or gabotage have been aessursd sgainst any Japsnose and that |

thmisxsoovidewawprmmthsnafmumatapercentor
them ware in any sonse dislayal, The popular hysteria sultivated -

mwadeoaﬂctvmpamemmciwaormcmmumum
atrumﬁlinfmin@ﬁmaml%ﬂhﬂshmdwmmvmm :
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Coast on Februery IBth".( ) Thess were tut two of many sush reports

during the ten weeks after Pearl Harbor, It would secm the Japanese
in the continental United States as possible, The sinking of eight
(8) out of twelve (12) Jap ships in the Straits of Uacassar on 23-25
January may have scared them into txying:-to scars us, during the |
month of February, ‘:I.ntb holding our units at home,

The pericd from 7«15 February wss the first one in which actusl
attacks, accompanied by mabotege, were mcted.‘(z) Yhen nothing
happened, this date was extonded to the 18th by Ceneral DeWitt on the
basis of & Nisel rcport.(3 ) Based on a GHQ dispatch from General
Harshall on 19 February, in which alarm was expressed at reporfa of
"coordinated sabotage” between 15 February and 15 Harch, General
Detiitt extended the alert warning to cover that period.(/’) Contimed
reports from friendly Japaness led hiam from time to time to repeat
bls injunction to be on the alert.“)

. Around 1800 on 23 February a friendly Jepanese reported that a
muaor was current among Japansse residents of Loa Angelos Mt an at~
tack would occur that night, An hour later (1905) a Jap submerine
surfaced off the comst at Ellwood, Californiaed at a range of 2500
TI) 39t Brig, Unit Report r3, 15 ¥eb 42 |
(2) Dispateh, Com-ander Pacific Kaval Coestal Frontier (San Fraue
cisco) to CG, WDC, 6 Feb 42 (WDCF).

3; To CG oach Sector and Command, 16 Feb 42 (WDCF),

4) TT WD 3328, 19 Feb 42 confirming waening by Seo of War on 17 Fedb
gm- B§ 000,51 lz-lxv-z.z)nsc-r-u, 17 Feb 42, to CG's Armies, Corps,
Arveas, et al),

(5) Dispatch G-2, BDC to G=-2, Alaska Defense Command, 2/ Feb 42
(WDCF 384 Vol I #7). -
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yards and over a period of twenty (20) mimites, fired thiteen rounds
of 5 inch shell at the oll instellations’ of the Barnsdell compm.(l)
Kestorn Defense Comusnd Ge2 Summary for 7 March made the following

andlyola:
(1) Gereral:

Thirteen shells wore fired by @ hostile submarine lying

of £ ELI¥OM, California, at o0ll inotellations of the
BARRIDALL O11 Company, the first shell being fired begine
ning about 7305 PM, 23 Fetruary 1942, The ‘firing lusted
about 30 minutes. OF the 13 sheils fired, 4 or 307 were
duds, Only auperficial dsmage wss done and no storage tanks
or other vital installations hit, ‘

(22

From the duds the following dats wes obtainsd:

Digmeter of projectils « 5,5*

Length (with fuze unsttached) = 21%

Rotating band (width) - 1,75

Fuge attached to nose snd provision made for beoster

Bursting charge = resembles our explosive “D*

Prelinirary oxamination of the projestile indicated no
defects in the maurufacture of the shell case,

Dotailed examination of duds not yet completed,

(3) lJdertdfication of sub

The hoatile subtmarine was tontatively identified as one of
the I type (four vessels mumbered 5 to 8) from deseriptions
given by A, C. of 8,, G=2 Sourthern California Seetor, on
the night of the shelling, The testimomy given by eye-=
witnesses later casts some doubt on this idantification,

(1) Ltr G-2, WDC to Chief of Section, WDC, 6 March 42, (WDCF, 384
Vol I #93 %DC G~2 Summary #24 for 6«7 March 42, Ses also History
4th Fighter Command, 1942, Vol II, Bec I and Vol IV, "A=-2 Kesasages"
918, 921 and 923. Ios Angeles was put on yellow alert at 1956, on
red at 2013, redio sllence at 1957, "all clsar® at 0003, Maj Gen
¥alter K, ®ilson, CG, the 8CS WIX telephoned Ceneral DeWitt at 2045
that bombers had come out from Bakersfield tut “probadly too late®,
Gen DeWitt crdered the platoon of 758' beok to Eliwood vhich General
Wilson had removed to Los Angeles on 16 Peb (WDCF 384, 1942, Vol I).
See also Ltr Gon Kilson to Gen DeRitt, 26 Feb 42, ex why he
removed the guns (WDCF 384/8, 1942, Vol I).
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Analysis and plotting of cach ahell indicntes yery poor
£ixve - udjustu;gnig_ygt_.l;tqda. "The ‘range was about 2500 yards,

(5) Exobable Enemy Tarpets
Lack of knowledge or more probebly, confusion or loss of
direction, was responsibls for the feilure to strike at
the Gsgoline Plant which would have erippled productions
at this company for scme months, This target was prome
inently aitunted on the wators edge and diroctly opposite
the point where the submarine firgt opened fire, It was
less than 1000 yords from tho center of impact of the
grouped shots, .
The next night after the fring on the Batnsdall 04l lHefinery
the famous "Battle of lLos Angelea“ oaourred. This wns the most
noteworthy of gll the "token raids" on the Weat Coast during the
var ard gave the flr defenses of los lngeles a realistic experience
in place of the simulated defense they bad established for the abore
tive maneuver in December. |
In view of the fact that a strong attack might have occurred with
consequent damage of alumost irreparsble extent to the war effort in
this cruclal year, it is important to note that the AR units in Los
Angeles at the time hadtheir full complement of gesrchlights and 3®
guns, but were 36,4% short of TBA in 37mm cannon, 42% short of cale
ibor .50 machire guns, that camouflage wes 421 complete, flold fortie
fications 78% complete, that the total 4A strength et the time waa
294 officers and 8653 enlisted men, aud thet the "Estimate of Cosbat
Lfficiency" was "FAIR".(I) It 48 intercsting to note that at this
tizs tho use of the SCR 268 was vestricted to searchlight use, only

T1) ~37th Brig Unit Report, 1 March 1942
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one (Btry B of the 65th CA) being used for gun-laylng,

Naval mteuigenca at Los Angelea reported ‘at 1900 on the evening
of 24 February that an attack ;cguld be expected during the next ton
hours and from that time on 37th Brigade Hq received a very large |
mmber of reports of flares and blinking lights near the defense piante
and oilfiolda(l) and the 4th Interceptor Command put the coast from
Monterey to the Kexlcan border on Yellow Alerb(z) untdl 2223 when 1t
reverted to White, At 0144 an SCR 268 (3-Te4) picked up an uniden-

tifiable aerial ta&get (confirmed by two 2703');(3) at 0200 there

appeared on the Information Center's Operaticn Board an unidentified
"target 120 mlles west of Los Angeles . . « well tracked by radar, by

lst Lt Kenneth R Martin";(/‘) all AA gunswere alerted at 0215 end be~

tween 02021 and 0232 were put on Green Alert, 3tatus #1.(5) This tare

got between 0206 and 0227 was tracked to within three miles of the Los
Angelos area and at 0221 the Reglonal Controller ordered & BlackautSG)

(1) 37th Brigsde "Report of Operations during the early morning, 25
Feb ;gl,z" to the CG 4A:C, 27 Feb 42 (has nine inclosures), App B,
Doc *
(2) A2 Report AA Limison Monltor, messages #1946 and 949, History,
4th Fir Comd, 1942, Vol IV,
(3; Par 5, App By Doc 29 (Conference Report, 25 Feb 42).
(4) Major Mﬂton E Durham, of 1A Wing; his account is quoted in.

¥ ighter Wing, p 12«13, He says the Blue Alert
was ordered at 0215, 8 Ted Alert at 0223 "ag the target aprroached
from the Santa ¥arla area, still welll tracked”; thst the AA was put
on Green Alsrt, Condition 1 by the Controller and "the tactical de-
fense turned over to the antiaircraft" as no fighters were sent up,
Inmediately “the air ofer Los Angeles erupted like & volcand. « « o7
(5) ©3-2 Report AA Liaison M¥onitor®, "Journal of the Gun Commander®"
in Doc 28, App B. A~2 meassege #954 in 4th Ftr Comd History, 1942,
Vol IV, says they were put on Green 1l at 0240, This may have been
true of I'to
(6) 37th Brig S-3 "Summary of Events", App B, Doc 28, Inel #4j 4AAC
S-3 Rpt ssys Blackout was ordered at 0237 (LAACF 319 #2).
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The Los Angeles papers reported the a;t‘fai:" briefly over the next
few days in & none~too-complimentary manner(}? and 1t received cone
siderable attention in the mtional metfoﬁblifeﬁ'deﬂiee.(z) Los =
Angeles citizens brought pressure to bear on the War Deparhmont through

their Senators and Congreesmen-especia.lly Congresaman Ieland Ford of /,;

Los Angeles, and the War and Navy Department engaged in mutual re/
inations as to whose planes were up over the c:ltw that night. | , -
Secretary of ¥War Stimeon, according to the Loe Angelee ma

expresgsed the belief there were fifteen planes from commercial baees

N

over the city and 1mplied the amy vae juetified in ehooting at then.
Secretnry of the HNavy Knox held there wex-e no planes over the city end
that the AA had just Lad a case of explieahle nerve Ji,ttera which had

unfort:unately reeulted in a bombardmpnt which waa indirectly reeponw

eible for 8ix déaths and comeidez'ab:le \praperty dmge. The W |
held this was "not time for squabbling? and deprecated cungressman '
Ford's call for a congresaional 1nves‘bigation; it reJ.t 1t mould be
more to the point for tke local army,aubhoriﬂee to f.'md dut why 80 |
many of their shells failed to explqdd;‘ why only one-fourth of the
city!s sir-raid system i\mctioned umi whet Bhould be done about the
fact that only one-siXth of the city‘ e‘ population could pOsaibly got

Co
in the air-raild sl*elters.(B) R

(1) Yet the LA Timeg had a temperste editorial on: 27 Fob and the

: m for 28 Feb called it *"an instructive and beneflicisl experience

+ « » An Alr Raid alerm, the blackout the prompt snd energetic ,
action of the Army's antisircraft batte;cg.ee reveeled cortain weakneases
tut also demonstrated compensating stre

- (2) PRodney L Brink cslled it good pragtice for the real thing 1n an

editorial in the Christian Sclence Monitor for 26 Mar 42.
(3) 27 Feb 42, "This 1s not Time for Squabbling®.
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From this time on tha wirea were hot with reports of flights of '
oneny rlanaa. At 0243 tha Gun Officer report,ad unidentiried planes
between Seal beach end Long Beach;(l) at 0306 & balloon carrying a
red flare was reported over Santa Monica end firing on it by batter-
ies B, & and D of the 65th CA and B of the 205thCAbeganat0307
on orders of the Controner to deatroy 1it. |

A total of 482 rounds of 3" were expended at the planes and

tdirigible"” without viéible reeult(z) except Gun 3E3 reported setting
(3)

one plans on fires’At 0328 Btry G of the 78th GA roported 25 to 30

heavy bombers over the Douglas Plnnt.(‘?*).' At 0333 £ifteen (15) planes

were seen flying over Artesia and 581 rounds of 3" and 38 rounds of

$7m were expended on them by batteries B, C, D, G and R of the 78th
andB,CandDoftbelzédGuans before trey passed cut to sea

ower lLong Beach.(5)

At 0355 batteries C and D of the 65th £ired 100
rounds of 3% at another balloon over Santa nonic#, Ten ﬁimzt.aa later
batteries B, C and D of the 78th opened up again on another target

over Long Beach and fired 246 rounds of 3% before the target passed

out to 8“.'(6) At 0403 Battery G of the 78th reported fifteen (15)

planes over the Douglas Plant and six miputes later fifteen (15) mare,
or perhaps the same flight, approsching the plant again, At 0413 this

él 82 Report AA Liaison Monitor (App B, Doc 28, incl #1).
2) App B, Doc 28, incl #1, page 6.

(3) "Jourmal of the 81t Cmnmander“ incl #3 to ibid,

(4) »Journal of the Gun COmmandar", Inol #2 to ibdd, S-2 Idaiason
Monitor records this at 0325. :

iz giagmlix B, Doc 28,
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battery reportsd fifteaen p]nnea right ovor the plant but too high
for the 37‘m guns. At 01.55 the CARB zoported t.he Douglas Plant at .
Long Beach had boen bonbed but suffered mo hits, ™ |

At 0612 the Navy reported that a PRO had reported several planes
shot down at 180th and Vermonth Streets and the Antiaireraft Officer
passed the news on to the Gun CGmander.-(z)

At 0645 the Gun Commander put the AA on Red .ilert #1 as friendly
flighteo were scheduled to leasve the area, By 0715 it was too light
for the searéhlights and at 0720 the Bloekout was lifted; Hollywood,
it 1s interesting to note, had lighted up like a Chriatmas tres at -
0635'.(3 ) | |

Around 0830, Colonel Philllps, Army lisison officer with the Navy
at San Diego reported three Coast Cuard planes ﬁera up all night flye
ing in an oval forty milea:npart of fshore over the ccean between Santa.
Barbara and Long Beach, One of these planes had flown from San Pedro
to San Juan Capistrano, landing at 0200, ’

At 0940, Colonel Phillips reported sgain to Fourth 2ir Force
that he was mlsinformed; that the Coaat Guard planes had pot wade
the scheduled oval f1light which he had previously reported, He added
further that no 1lth Haval District mnnea had been up after 1800

on the ovening of the 24th.(4) |

(1) *®Journal of the Cun Commander", incl #2 to App B, Doc 28,

(2) 5«2 Report AL Liaison i!ouitor" incl #1 to ibid.

H Toid, page 19,

4) Tel Conversation, Colonel Moon and Coleonel Kiel, Fourth Alr Force,
0955, 25 Feb 42, page 118 in History 4th Fighter Comand, 1942, Vol I.
See alzo A-2 Messeges 983 and 988 in l1bid, Vel IV.
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An oxhaust.ive 1nvestigation at. Brigado hea.qu.rters lasting from

noon until 1715 haura hrought ou‘b som :u;teresting it very conflicte

ing tastimmy. A few samplea of the d:servationa were aa follows-u)

1.
2,

3.

be

5

7e

8.

9.

The night was clear and black with just e trace of high haze.

Colonel Henry C. Davis, Executlve Officer and Acting Cozmander
of ths 37th Brigede, thought for a few mirmtss that he saw
{rom 10«15 planes over Inglewood but soon decided 1t was drifte
ing amoke from b?rnts. He di4 not bellove any planes at
all were present, (

Lt Buchanan sew from 20-30 planes over the city from the rocof
of his hotel at 8ih and Flower; he estimated they were at
20,000 feet and flyin; 150 mph, Three guards with him saw
then in the searchlishits and they could hear their motors,
but could not pick them up in trelr field glasses,

Soveral civilhns testified the 7-8 planes they saw were very
high and looked like birds in the seerchlight beams (perhaps
they were),

Colonel Watson of the 2033 CA st 0300 saw & balloon but dise

covered the meteprologleal latorstory had sent up a balloon
and hence ordered the units of his command to hold their
fire, le aaw no planes,

Capt ¥older of the 203d CA saw lights pick up a metearologicel
balloon at 0300 and firing commenced upon it at & height of
9—9000 fest, .

Captain Cohen of theZl4{th CA identified the talloon as &
meteorological one when it was 1lluminated by the searchlights;
two SCH 268's did not pick it up although they searched,

Captain Bailley of the 214th CA searched with his SCR 268'a
at the Intersection of the searchlight but got nothing.

It Gaines from the CP on top of & five story builalng at
Anahedm and Dzisy Streets could find no target wilth his
binoculars in the ‘intersection of hiz two lights nordd

his SCR 268 give snything.

(1) 37th Brig "lestimony of Officers, Enlisted ¥en and Civilians®,
(Incl #7 tq Doc 28 in App B).

(2) Tbid mnd Ltr General Fickle to Genmeral DeWitt, 27 Feb 42 (WDCF
384/8 Vol I). :
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10, Sgt Bownan of the 214th at 0310 sew five planes with his
naked eye from 310 San Diego Street; they appeared to be
bombers at 30,000 feet, flying in a wedge which changed to-
a "T%, He was positive he saw them 1lluminated by 15«20 .
searchlights and they appeared as plancs always did,

11, Lt Miles in SE Los Angeles with glasses saw e "V" of three

planes at 9000 feet which flew two courses (most observers
saw two courses flown,) ‘

12, Lt Head of the 122d Gun Bn saw a "V" of three planes at 9000
fest but his SCR 268's picked up nothing,

13. Lt Anderson of the 78th CA at the Douglas Plant at Long Beach
saw a plane through his elevation scope and also his binoculars
(0325); his height finder read 6,725 yards. A few mimutes
later ho saw a flight of three planes through his binoculars
at the same height.

1/, Lt Bendixon of the 122d and two of his men counted 1/ planss
£flying high and alow,

15. Pvt Caylor of B Battery 1224 saw a flight of five planes in
a "V" and the battery fired on them,

16, Captein Hyde of the 3d OA { Harbor Defenses) at 0415 saw two
: flights of 6 planes each, Colonel Barshong of the 265th CA
(Harbor Defonses) saw a wedge of thres.

CGeneral Fickel who happened to be in Loas Angelea at the time and
was present at the inveatigation telephoned General DeWitt immedimtely
after its closa (1715). He roported that the testimony had been very
conflicting with gome witnesseas claiming they had seen as high as 50
planes, Others had claimed that red signal flares had been sent up
in strings or clusters of three or four, Oge/gq;gggﬁhad tostifled
he had talked to a civilian who saw some of them lighted in a vacant
lgt and since his name was learned the FBI was mwatigating.(l) Gen-

eral Fickel believed one target was two meteorologicel ballloons ree

(1) ®bC File 384/8 Vol I, #178 SM; Confirmed Yy Ltr id to id, 27 Feb
42, loc cit,
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leased by AA units rear Hollywood and that probably from 1-5 planes
did fly over Los Angeles from the narthwest part of the city toward
the flares on the soubh side near Downey. He had three possible
theories: |
1., A civilian flyer was up and refuses to admit it,
2, Some flyer flew into the area from Mexico or the interior of
the United States,
3. Japanese submarine-launched planes were over the city. Helght
reported of 20,000 feet however, did nct fit such a theory.
An interesting sidelight on this third point 1s that when Generzl
Delos C. Emmong, CG The Hawalisn Department, heard of the affair at

Los Angeles, he reported to Genersl Deliitt that Just such a sub~-based

- plane on 23 Fetruary had operated off the west coast of Cahu between

Mihau /an island south of Oalm/ and Honolulu. It had flown at about
95 knots an hour and stayed out of gun range and the interceptors had
nisaed.(l)

General Goodman in hia report of the “conference" summurized the
lessons learned by the affair:(z)

1, Rate of target travel should have been given more weight after
opening fire in order to avold excessive expenditure of ammune
ition,

24 Over-illumination of target violated searchlight SOP by pute
ting altogether too many onetarget; platoon commanders are
vesponaible for seeing lights are put out in such cases so that
the target will be properly illuminated.

3. 4 definite schedule for sending up meteorlogical balloons
should be established and under no circumstanfes should they
be put up when guns are'on 8 (reen Status, :

(1) Transcript of Tel Conv General DeMitit to Lb Smith, Aide to Admiral
Greenslade of 12th Baval District, San Francisco (WDC? 384.8 Vol I) 5
Mar 42,

(2) .App B, Dpe 29, page 4. See also Summary by Brigade 5-3, MaJ Renry
M. Spengler, 4pp B, Doc 28, incl #4. _
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4e Responsibility for opening fire should rest with the Anti~-
aireraft Comander<-not the Controller,

5. Flares or supposed signals should be reported by group com=.
manders to local ground force commanders only; Brigade nead-
quarters should be 1nformed only in unusual cases.

Another conclusion is that which Genoral DeWitt made on 22 Harch

to the Companding Generals of the Sectors, the Commnications Zome

end the Ninth Corps Areas

1t bas been deflinitely amscertained that the blackcut and
antiairceraft firing in the Los Angeles Area on the morning of
25 February, 1942, were caused by the presence of from one to
five unidentifisd airplanes, While it is poasible that these
alrplanes were launched from Japanese sutmarines, it is more
liekely that they were civilian or commercial planes, operated
unauthorized pilota, It is directed that every means afallable
be taken to locate unauthorized airplenes, thelr pilots, their
landing fields and their plades of storage. State and Federal
agencies roncerned may Le called on for cooperation, but the
primry re?yﬁnsibility of elimination of this menace rests with
the army".

The Unit Report of the 37th Brigsde a week later (1 March 42) sum-
mariged the whole matter by recording that 1-15 hoatile or unidentified
Planes were observéd between 0215 and 0415 over Los Angeles; that gun

batteries of Groups 2 and 3 fired 1401 rounds of 3" and 39 rounds of
37mm; no planes were shot down and no bombs were drOpped.(z)

Ernie Pyles' column of § March added his blt; he had seen no target
but hed enjoyed the display of sesrchlight and shellburstz and the wsy

the searchlights held the target unsevervingly right across the sky,
The clity was very quiet; the blackout not complate.(B)

gﬂ ZICF 38344 03, '
2) LAACF
3; Loa Angeles Tlmegs, 5 March 1942.
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The writer 1s unable to resolve the controversy from the data
available but the following telephone conversation between General

DeWiditt and MajJor General A, D. Surles at Washington on 7 March sum~

‘ 1
marizes some interesting point.sa( )

"One to five but most probably three planes appeared over
Beverly Hills at an elevation of sbout 18,000 feet, flying very
slowly. They were picked up by the searchlights and followed
through to Long Beech and then to sea., We know they did not come
frog Mexico, at least I am assured by General Cardenas, whom I
imrediately communicated with, that they did not come from either
Baja California, Sinaloa or Scnora, He is definite in his state-
ments to me. We know that there were no Army planes,.,..no Navy
planes, Coast Guard, and civilian planes=-CAA planss....fe are
atill checking through Nevada end Arisona, The FBI and the Govern-

ors of the States, as well ss are our own troops. But I am certain
nothing will be found, At the time of the tombardment of the oil
derricks end dock at Elwood, one submarine ecarrying twe guns, one
forward and one aft, came within 500 yards of the coast and was
seen--it was in daylight, Just st dusk-~it was, and all itscharact
eristics were observed., That sutmarine, which has a tonnage dige
, Placement of 1955 tons, is listed in the Navy document on Japanese
! : boats as carrying one aircraft and a catapult, Right after the
shelling and after the Los Angeles incident I sent a radio to GHQ
and asked them to check with ONI to find out whether or not the
Navy Department had any information that...the aircraft had been
removed, He said, no, that the latest information from the Navy
mag that they were still carrying them....My bellef is that those
three planes,,.wore launched from submarines somewhere c¢lose into
shore under our detectors....I am told that that could be done if
they came in very close to shore. The sea that night was like
glass, and the Navy informs me that the planses could have been
launched from the submarines snd have been taken on ageln due to
the calmmess of the water....l received shortly after that a radioce
gran from General Emmons in Haweii stating that he had heaid about
this incldent at Los Angeles and that they hed had e similar one
on February 23....The question has been asked several times why
the pursuits were not gent up. The reason was that we didn't
have much pursuite-we had 15 planes in three different placeg«e
a total of 45; if that was a reconnaisgsance preceding a carrier..
we did not want to have our pursuit in the air, half out of
gas whon the attack came in, Wo didn't want to take the chance.

(1) WDCF 384.8. Gee alao Tel Conv General DeWitt and Gensral Clark,
GHQ, Washington, 7 Harch in 4AACF,

/3
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The pursuit was slerted, the pilots were 4in their planes, their
engines were warm and their propellers turning, already to take

- off to intercept any attack that would possibly have followed the

redonnaissance....The bombers were elerted, warmed up, crews in
planes, reedy to go in search for the cerrier if the attack should
materielize, That's why no planes were sent up, It was a fine
tactical deoision, General Fickel was there at the time and sO
was my antiaircraft Officer, Golonel Murphy, and the decision was
made by Colonel Israel, which I think was correct....”

In ony event, Geperal Defiitt commended the AA unlts of the 37th

Brigade for thelir alertness, preparedness and initlative during the |

affair and this was indorsed dorm to the units by General Gardner and

Genernl Goodman,

(1)

In the game manner a commemlaﬁon wag directed

to 4th Interceptor Commend units through General Ficlel and General

" Kepner. Brigédier General Kepner, commending the 4th Interceptor

Command, on 14 March, in turn congratulated the personnel of the 4th

AL Comd for the "efficlent and exemplary manner” in which they hed per-

formed and for "this splendid emmple of efficient operation and high

atatc of readiness...to mest any situation”, (2) So- 11; would appear

all commndere were picased, 1f not complately satisi‘ied with the cone

duot of this celebrated affalr.

s

(3)

or i) ations in

Throughout 1942 after 25 Februm rumors and reports of attacks,

sabotnge and enemy plans were numerous in the varicma AA Brigade Unit
Reportse~capecially that of the 39th Brigade, anﬂ in the W0 Ge? Sume

(1) VWDCF 201,22, Ltr dated 26 Feb 42, A copy is Doc 41b in App B,
History of the 37th Brigede,

(2) mcr 330,13 #3.

(3) UP report in Los Angeles TIMES for 27 Harch sald the Hpin
¥anchukuo radio declared on 27 March: "Rooseyelt 1s a llar, \He said
in a fireside chat that the United States Coast would be safe from
enemy attack and submarires,...two days later U-bvats sank elght ships
off the American Coast and two vaves of Jap planea few over Los Angeles
and its aircraft factorles, : ‘
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meries. These chiefly concern unidentified ships, submarines and planes
but also emumerate wire-cutting, fires and minor enemy operations on
or neaxr the Coast, These were naturally gore numerous and more impoﬂ)-
ant durdng 1942 when the Jep cauge was in the ascendancy and the Allles
had not yet stopped their expansion, than they were in 1943 and 1944 .
ghon they had besn put on the dofensive, It should be remsmbered pare
ticularly that this is the peried when occupation of Alaska by the Japs
was under way., 4n emmeration of a few selected items is here included
to ‘illustrata the actual and potential operational activitiea of the
units of the 4th AA Comd, Unit reports are practically void of alerts
or records of sabotage, sinkings or alarminé events after ﬁééember 1942.
1. Seattle, 22-28 Fébmmry 1942t 26 Fobruary at 0300 radar :
tracked unidegtified ship for 30 minutea, 30 miles west of
Strait of Juan de Fuca., Tampering with Ad wire contimuous
during the week; one "civlillen® caught cutting wire by Btry
F, 63d CA(AL) and turned over to the FBI. Many reports cur«(l) ‘
rent of p]gpa_ of Japs to msabotage Barrage Balloons in ares
2, Seattle, 1~7 March 1942: Two (2) submarines sighted off coest
on 3 March and another on 6 March. Three unidentified planes
tracked for forty-six (46) minutes on 5 March (1409 to 145%).(2)
3.. Seattle, 8-14 March: Submarine twice reported on 13 Harch,
Minor sabotage reported in Seattle area. "Hemberg,of the Silver
Shirts are known to be vxchanging intelligence”, (3)
4e Los Angales, 208 March 1942: WD reported to General DeWitt that
inforzation from six (6) separate counter espionage sources
indidate possibility of a sabotage effort in Los Angeles area on
or about 28 March by ®%Japanese resldents therein”, Alert chould

be established 27-29 M?ﬁb but Ravy does not apprehend naval or
- adr attack from Japen.

1; 39th Brigede Unit Rerort #5, 29 Feb 42,
2) 7Ibid {6, 8 March

33 Ibid #‘7 15 March, -

4) WD Dispatch #4661 (signed Mershall) 1235, 25 Mar 42 (WDCF 384/8).
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5. TWeat Coast, April 1942t Kilsco K, Hean, Korean patriot

who correctly predicted the attack on Pear Harbor, states
second phase of Jap war will start in late April and will ine
clude attacks on Siberia, Alaska, Hawail and the Pacific Coast,
Navy roports Mexican sourcces indicats attacks during this pere
iod and that Jap agressiop is indicated in eerly April against
northwest coast of Mexieo and the airplane installations of San
Diego and Loa Angeles, It is aslao r?ﬁrted that the Japs plan to
oocupy Christisas Island on 31 March, ‘

12 April 1942: Submarine sighted 150 miles west of
Prince Rupert. 16 April: submarinoe sighted two (2) miles west
of Reef Point, Vancouver Islsnd. 18 April, six unidentified
boats sighted by U.S. Destroyer Willlamson between Kodiak and
Seward, During week of 12-18 April, 304th CA Earrage Balloom
Bn at Seattle hed some field wire cut and WDC reported wires
cut in Bdllingham and Seattle Sub-Sectors; ths 39th Brigade
reroried the "usual mmber of unidentified boats, flares and
derax flashes” (this w?.s a customary final paragraph in 39th
Brigade Unit Reports).(2) . 21 April: Navy reported six (6) -
unidentified planes headed MAN at high speed /Seattle Reglen/

23 Aprils Jap student remarked in school there was no cause to worry

about raids until 26 April.(3)

6, 28 May 19423 Secretary of War Stimeon issued warning today
that Jap raids on the Pacific Coast "seem inevitable', Dooe
little's "raid meant a most serious loss of face which can bo

wiped out only by a return blow....We are on the alert...."(4)

7. Vest Coasgt, May 1942: At end of May and near the time of the
Battls of Midway (3-7 June) it was cxpected attacks might be
made on the West Coast ag tre Hap navy was roaming freely from
the Fast Indies to Japan, General Delitt was greatly concerned
with the lackaedaisical attitude taken by ?5‘3 personnsl of many
of the harbor defsnses of San Franclaco, All AA unita on the
Coast wore on special alert during Uze period 25 May to 8 June
as an attackma definitely expected, 6) ‘

3, Seattle Region, Junes lany submarines were sighted dQuring the
nonth of Junej on 19 June the SS Fort Comosum was torpedoed off
Cape Blanco, Oregon (479N~ 125W); Vancourver Island radio sta-
tion on Estavan Point was shelled by a submarine for forty
nimutes at 2220 on 20 June. Hany unidentified vessels were

1) WDC, G-2 Summary #37, 28-3) Merch 1942,

2) 39th Brigade, Unit Report, 19 Apr 42.

3) TIbid, 26 Apr 42,

1.; INS in LA Times, 28 May 42

(5) Tel Conv, Gen DeWitt to Lt Col Honaker (Lialson Officer for Gen
Gilbreath, SF POE), 31 Hay 42 (WDCF 384/8 Vol I). ,

(6) History of the 37th Brig, 293 37th Brig Unit Report #19, 7 June 42.
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seen and reported; one shelled the gsegon Comst south of Ft
StovensmzlJunewithoutdamge- On 23 June the Alr Base
Hospital at Valla Walla was destroyed by fire with & loss of
$200,000 and sabotage vas suspeoted. The same day the 38

was f d on with torpedoes off Cape Blanco, Oregon .
430N~ 1250W), :

9. Seattle, 8 September: At 0620 a forest ranger saw an unidene
tified plane drop & bomb on Bt Emily which started a forest
fire., He put ocut the fire and turned bombd fragments over to
authorities--frogmonts weighted about fifty (50) pounds, Watere
profifed impregnated pellets were scattered over a wide areaj
they were triangular in form with abhole in center, It was
estimated the bomb welghed one hundred fifty (150) poundsy 1t
had Jap characters on noss fragment, Plans appeared to bs a
single flcat type 95, Since enemy submarines were daily re-
ported off the Washington-Oregon comst it doubtless was a
submarine launched plans, Reoport of an enemy submarine bombed
off Cape Blance later the same day ¥may have some connecti?g')".

10, Portland Region, September 1942: At 0610 PWT, 9 September,
a small, slow square-winged, single engine, single~float bie
plane flew inland thirteen (13) milessouth of Brookings, Oregon
and dropped a 132 pound incendiary bomb of Jap manufacture
which started a small fire, The plane then flew back to sea,
At 1053 the pilot of an A-29 under Havy operational control
sighted a strange looking submarine of about 300 feot length and
bombed same as it submerged at 1055, It was not again seen but
it was not discovered whother or not it was hit, It was known
several enemy su 8 had been operating off the Pacific
Coast for some time, (4

11, Portland Region, October 19423 Two tankers were torpedoed off
the soubheaatern coast of Oregon on 4=5 Oot, From such a aube
marine & plans was launched which flew over Caps Dlanco shortly

(1) Republican Semator Rupert C. Holman, of the Senate Kilitary Affsirs

Specisl Committee, severely criticised the 4th AF because Oregon and

Haghington were as inadequately protected and complained that nothing

was being done about it, He was informed by Hgq 4th FC that fighters-

and bombers were not available to protect all the coast of thepe states

in every case of attack. Tel Conv, Col McCaulay to Cen Kepner, 24 July
in History 4th Fir Command, 1942, Vol III, Doc 145.

I{g 39th Brig, Unit Report, 27 June.

3) 39th Br;lg, Unit Report #33. 1. Sept 42,

(4) Memo to the C of 8, 333,5/101 (IG) dtd 5 Oct 42, to CG :m, aizied

Col John W, Tyndall, IGD, Subjs "Investigation of Dropping of Incen~

diary Bomb near Brookings Oregon, 9 September 19427 (WDCF 384/22).

This document i1s 16 pages long and with exhibits A and B of the Invea=

~tigation, runs to 100 pages. .See also WDC G-2 Summery #97, 11~14 Sep 42,
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before daylight on 29 September and probably dropped several
incendiaries, which, due to dampness of the undergrowth did
not gtart & fire, Flashes were seen, explosions heard but
investigators were unable to find the location where the ine
cendiarios were dropped despite some smoke that hung in the
arecs hoard the mctor of the plane althosgh nooe saw 1he(l
3. Qecapiong for Pefense Action 1948-1945. |
During 1943-19.4 there were many unidentified targets but few
alerts, Numerous unidentified plancs wers picked up and tracked ut
usually they were identified before loat., One instance illustrates
them all: on 27 July 1943 at 0244 the San Franciasco Controller ree
ported to the Los Angeles ¥ing g that Japs had landed at Coos Bay,
Oregon, Fighter squadrons were alerted at Van Ruys, Glendale and
Senta Ana Ammy Alr Flelds. At 0339, the situation was reported "Nege
ative", the alert had been caused by inoompetence in reading parine
signals at Coos Bay. frmy, Nayy and Afir Corps units went back to bed,
It may be sied in passing that although this particular affair did not
appear on the Wing Dpemtioné or gfadar boards at 1os Angeles, uctﬁany
between 8 December 1941 and 8 October 1943, a total of 611,877
"unidentified targets® were actually plotted on them.(z) These
occasions gave the personnel of the Alr Defense Reglons practics in
kooping prepared for a sneak attack, as for inatance wha_n the Scattle
JOC alerted the Seattle Alr Defense Reglon on 11 December 1944, as &
result of the report of. a Myrt II Jap plane over Indian Ysland in
Puget Sound ;(3)_, or as on 23 Jadwry 19,5 when the San Francisco

gli WDC Ge2 Summary #106, 9-13 October 1942,

2) Hiastory of the Los Angeles Fighter Wing, p 20, 22.
{3) December Chapter (1944), p5, History of the 243d AAA 81t Bnj
December Chapter (1944), p3, History of the (24 AAA Group,

/5
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autonatie weapons units were put on Orange 1 from 214 to 2330 when
alerted by the AACO as the result of unidentified planes over the .
Farattons, |

During the months of December 1944 and January and February 1945
a mmber of rubber, wax or paraffin trested paper talloons of Jap mane
ufacture were seen and found in various parts of the Northweat from
Oregon to Montana, Attached to some of those were small bombs varying
from three to thirty-thres pounds in weight end of varkousishapea and
purpcses, Set afloat in the prevelling Westerlles they are presuzably
an experiment by the Japs in setting f:lres, ereating alarm and perhaps

are a precurser of ettempts at blologlical warfare, Since the belloons
are from 30 to 40 feet in diameter, of about 17,500 cu £t capacity, |
and can lift not more than 360 pounds at 26,000 feet or about 1000
pounds at sea-lovel, thelr chief valus is as a nuisance unlsas they
could be dispatched in enormous mmber,

Thus far (2 July 45) a total of 220 have actually been found in
various parts of the western two-thirds of the United Stetes with the
greatest concentration in the states of the Northﬁest, Canada and
Alasks to the Aleutlans, Eombs or the verified remains of bombs have
been found in 28 cases, Some &lloons have bgen shot down and not
recmred;'mmxy have come to earth unseen and will contimue to be found

() It 13 reasonable to bellieve that some of the

1) 543d AW Bu Unit Rpt #156, 28 Jan 45. _

2) 4AAC Ltr 45-1, "Intelligence Summ", 21 Jan 45, par 9, 11, and 153
Section II, a sumn of WDC G-2 Periodic Rpt #160, 20 Jan 1.§ Lpp B, Dez 60,
See also LAAC Ltr 45«2, "Intell Sum", 28 Jan 45, par 1,5 and 20 and Sec
II,’ App B’ Doe 61; also 45.3,. 5 Feb £5 pAT 2'7.8"10,11,13,17,19 20,21’
and 22, and Sec II, "Biologlecal Warfare®, App B, Doc 62; 45-4, 11 Feb 45
Doc 635 45-5, 18 Feb 45, Doc 64 45+6, 26 Feb 45, Doc 65, This last ltr
has an exeelient digest of AAA 81t and Com operations on the Weatern
‘ront, See also App B, Docs 66 to 71 which are 4AAC Intell Summ for
Apr and Mey 1945,

" for a long time,

/&
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forest fires in Oregon and Washington in the summer of 1945 were
caus:d by Jep incendlariea; Biolezicul ¥Warfare iz o distinet posale
bility amd svery :gency of the Vestern Defense Commund has taken spécial j
precautlons to bo vrerared foi any eventuality. At a conferonce at |
g ¥DC om 17 Janusry attended by representatives of WDC, FAF, 9th
Service Command, 4th AA Command end tho Navy, the balloon menace was
carefully considered and defenso agencies coordinated to combat it.
It voo spreed that FAF planes would cheet them dowm and that those
found on land would continue to te reﬁorted err] the materiel turned
in to WVDC for investigetion snd evalustion; constant vigilance would
be mainteined end information coordinates by =1l defensaagencias.(l)
Hq VDC gave its Scctor Commanders ehief resronsibility for secwring
the telloons end llq FAF 1ssued ccensideradle meteorological and other
Jata rorarding them to all its units,(2)

The 4th fA Comend was abked to submit pluns of defense premised
upon the posgsible seriousneas of balloon attacks in conjunction with
light oir raids., This was complied with under three plans.(B) ()
Bigsed on the premise that the balloon attack would be of its present
1imited nature no chanie in disposition of AAA units would be made

tut they might be put on a higher alert status. (B) Under conditions

(1) FAF 1ltr 452.4/3, 22 Jan 45 U"Procedures end Policles Relative to
"Jopanese &_lloon Incidents',

(2) FuF Lrs 452.4/%/3, 19 Har 45, "Coordination of Intelligence
Activitles Releting to Japanese Balloons", end 452.4, 26 March "Jap=
aness Byllocns", Also FAF (S) "Meterologlcal Study in Connection with
Japanese Bplloong", propared by 24 Lt Charles A Carlson Jr, dtd 20

P‘!s-y 45 .

(3) 4ANC Ltr 660,2 (PT), 25 Jan 45, "Survey of Propesed AAA Defcnges
Aeadnot Inemy Attacks, Including Ballocn Dorne Paids o o o o
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of a persistent bslloon attack, espesially if incendiariss were used,
some oftheAAAgunand searoblight units would be re-sited nearex the
coast for radar and visual mveﬂlanoeandthedﬁamumafthe

‘balloons by gun fire. (C) Under threat of a comprohensive, coordine

ated a.nd sustained attack with incendiaries and blologleal bombs, the
ro»ait;mantwmﬂ.d occur but eugmentation by more AAA units would be
mtely necessary to render the balloon and/or air dofense effece
tive. |

Inpogration of Harbor Defense AL, ANTD batteries, and Naval and
cmmem"cial vespels 4n harbers would be cootimied in accordance with
FAF Dafenso Memo 56-34, dated 11 August 1944

Local plauning for these thres varieties of defenso were dvewn up
in detedl by the respective Group, Battalion and Brigede Hq charged
with the Alr Defenso of the Seattle, San Francisce and Los Angelos
Alyr Defenne Roglons.

F;;m & defense viewpcdint the Jap balloon gitustion has created ine
meatmthepartufMApecamnelandgimFAFﬁathuatapmc.
uuoinaearoh»andﬁringmtaaiona. Thebaummuawllyaohigh
and 80 many reports were made on imsginary balloons, "met" ballocms,
etc, that the roport forsarch missions is usually "Negative".

'i‘he only fatel accident from the bombs attached to balloons ocourw
red at Hy, Oregon, 5 May, when the wife of Archie E Mitchell of
Lakeview and five children picnicing in Quarts Pass wers killed by one
which they picked up. Q)

(1) AAAC Intelligence Sumnary ¢#8, 4 June 45, Be7l, and 4AAC "Incident
Iog" for 7 May 1945,
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Nowgpaper accounts of the tragedy with vague bints as to the
origin of this bonbd oreated 11':.1'10‘ furore 1n. ngon and ¥ashington
and the secrecy in which the detalls end speculation vere velled
araubod publio curiesity, Hence on 22 Moy the Vlay Department made a
_ press veloase of a general nature which was caleulated to allay any
alarn as the result of newpapermeocunts of the death of these eix
people, Papers all over the countyy carried it and there was no
soricus increase in manifestations of alerm o the part of the publie,
althogh reparts of balloons "seem® quintupled ot the West Coast. |
This release followedt Ly a few days (17 Hay) & specinl release on the
West Coest by WDC to all se¢hools which briefly covered the same data
but which 1t was hoped and enjoined would be kept eantirely oral and
would not be commented on in tha newspapers. Data regarding the des
tails of end authority for this pricr release are not available to the
witer hﬁ. 1t appear its purpose wapn 20 keop the information mlg the
affair, hovever, stimilated so mch curiosity that the WD followed
it with the prese relesse mentioned above, A more detalled accound
of the ballocns seen and found in the wostern balf of the IS will be
fomd in the Histarles of the Fourth Afr Force'®) and the Western
Defengo ca:mnd.(B) | ,
T Canfidential Bummarics were issubd by the Offige of the Chief,
Combat Intellience Division, FAF, fyom 17 Jamsry, Hq WDC and AAF
Hg at Woshington aleo imsued intellicence sumuaries and letters dn
?5 E;Ei:ogiamMnotwtbmmmelmmtitm
Decense, inclubing Tinison with s11 teanchos of the servises af the U5

Canadn and lexico will othermise never be securod. lHq WDO 4s directly
undorthaﬁarbeptandbaeneverbeandirectodtq_pmparoamm.

2 2
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Despite the scveral hundred per cent increase in reports of
balloons seen since this publicity occurred the actusl mumber ver-
iried or found has markedly decreased. It is not known whether this
16 dus to leas favorable wind currents in the summer, to cessation
of activity at the point of their release due to the incessant bombe
ings to which Japan is now (IOSJuJ,y) being subjected, both, or for
other reasons,

Data regarding éeparate balloon incidents after 23 kay was no
longer classified secret or confidential by the War Department, but
intelligence summaries, technical reports on equipment, photographs,
or conclusions relative to bazards, ihreats—including bacterlological
varfare, contimed to be so classified, It would appear the balloon’
threat was largely over by 1 July 1945 but its potentialities will
offer food for thought for years to come,

2z
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¥ith the inméurntion of Combined AAF-AAA Praining under the Fourth
Mr Force on 6 Sugust 1943, 30th and 37¢h Brigede Hq becens respdnﬂiblc
for the storage and oare of a reaserve of ammnition for use 'by "Arw
Oround Force unita in the case af an emergeoncy®. This was t.o he hmmd
vhensver necessary to AA units located at various Army Mr Felds vithin
tha Western Defenss Commnnd in case of an ébarguncy.' Thane-‘imlta vors
nat & part of the 4th AA Command until 1 Hay 1944 Yut vere yé‘tatloned. ;
for Gom‘bined W-?MA Training under the Fourth Alr J'or&a. and by this
schems were insured en adaquate tuwl:r of amunitinn 1f an emergency
developod where they would be called on to defend the Went Oomt. (1)
In Dpcombor dus to the cessation of Gomdined 'i’ralning at Oorvdlis and
Edlom Athis roserve was maintainsd a‘t 101et Brigade end 37th Bflgade Hq.
The reserve &t Ban Francisco was made ui: of 3000 rounds of 90mm and
6400 rounds 40mmi st Los Angnles 8000 rounda of 90mm and 3200 rounds
dom (2)

, During 1942, 1943 and 1944 much troudle was experienced Qith feulty
tracer elements in 37 nnd 40mm cmmnition; Haj Stesle, RA Grunnéry 0fficer,
noted that half the 37mm fired at San Dlogo tn Baptomber 1942 dlew out its
trader;(3> at Seattle he noticed the traoor foll out at 1000 yards u.nd the
self-destructive elemont failed to vork°( 4) viei‘bil!.ty ¥as poor ‘and va.rla‘blo
in range; roports f‘rcm the 4th AA Command wers at least partly rosponatbh

for the dovolopment of a much imkproved tracer .1,",“.( ) o

(1) Wgo Ler 471 (Ord) e Ang 43 to 0O 4AAD (QAAOF 471 #ae)..
- (2) 1a to Ia 10 Dec 43 (4AACK 471 $84).

(%) App G, Doc 3, p 6.

(4) Ivia, p 7.

(6) Par 4. Des 26, App O and Par 2o in Dos 27, loo olt.

cy
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all contributed Invaluable data from which a aound advanced radar program
wad developed. Here it is only foir to say that the 37th AAA Brigede
was bty far the most competent and productive of new -idéeua. :

“The peak of radar activity was reached in the 4th Ak Comand in:
January 1944 when 270 rader sots of various types wore in operation,

- Pollowing 1s a breakdown of the typss &nd number of separats sets held

2 5

Iy each brigade at the tine:

334 AAA Brigade = el
37th AA Brigade 3 12
39th AAA Brigedo 51. 3. 8

1015t AAA Brigede &7 2 8
228 10 32

It was during this pertod ﬁ-om Janaury 1942 to Jamuary 1944 that
the groztest strides were made in developing tactics, knowledge of the
oquipment and training of personnel in meintenance, It was the opinion
of meny, inéluding British military observers, that knowlsdge and appl.ié
cation of rader mao on a higher plane in tho 4th A4 Command during this
period than in any other cuch organization, This was due in large measure
to gompetent direction by MajJor Clark but even more so to the abw;lanco
of well qualified officers and enlisted specislists in the Brigades.

In Seattls. the B{-igaae Redar Officer was Capt John G Mooring who
wao strongly reinfoarced by Capt Duncan Brown, a very well qualified
reday officer. Lt Gerald D Van Pelt, later Lt Coionel, also figured
wroninently in the ares,

In San Froncisco, the 101lst AAA Brigede radar activities wers headed
by Major Mayhall, with Cept Combs as seaistant, Major Cohen B Byrd,
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needed protection but the men and materisl wers not available. Genersl
Gardner on 15 March, for instance, pointed ont to the CG's ¥DO and Fou¥fh
Alr Forge that he definitely needed thirteen (13) OA(AA) reglments, oﬁﬁ
(1) gun bn, three (3) AWpns Bn's and two (2) BB battalions to udoquafely
protect present pasignmants alona.(l) |
| By 6 May the War Departmsnt was adle to promise that as they becsnme

avalilable thare would be asd gned to the Westarn Defenne Command 15 regiments,
14 gun battallons, 10 Aﬂpnn battalions, 4 91t battalions and 25 BB dbattal-
(@)

ions. It would appear that at the time less apprshension wvas felt

for the snfety of the West Oonst than for the East Uoast for the same
tentative allotwent gave to the Epst Joast 45, 26, 20 and 6 unita re-
spectively to its defonse.(s) .

By 30 September the total AA strength on the Coast was 14 OA(AA),
2 Gun battalions (Sop), 2 Searchlight battalions and 6 Barrage Balloon
battalions. General Oardner figured that by minimum requirements he
atill needed 3 regiments, one (1) separate gun battalion, seven (7) AWpna
battalions, 4 1/3 Searchlight battalions and seven (7) Barrage Balloon
bettalions. (The distridution of thaese units, both on-site and desired,
is given in App B, Doc 37.) JFortunately or unfortunately tha pudlic was
not aware how inadequate the coast defenses were for alr defense and the

newspapers did not enlighten them; thus Johny Noble in the Oskland Triluns

. for 28 August 1942 sostatically concluded that thare was probadbly no place

2€

(1) Ltr, 4AACF 660.2 (S) #é8.

(2) WD Ltr AG 381 (5-18-42)MC-E-M, 28 May 43 to 0G ¥DO et al (45&01'
660.3, $27). Oen Da¥itt had the COG's 4th AP and 4th Ftr Oommand
prepare plans for the propr location of these units as they became
available. Ltr 10 Aug 43, WDOF 381(AAr), $#7.

(3) 1st Ltr cited in note Just above.
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on earth as well protected against attack from the sky ee was ths Pacifio

| Cosst. On B September he wrote concerning defense preprrations, sspecially
AAA; Y1t 13 unbelievable that so much could heve been done in the eight
monthe that we have been at war"; the antialrcreft boys bvelleve they Yoan
shoot down enemy plenes mas fart as they come into rangel,

During the summsr of 1942 the three inch AA guns were gradually reé-
placed by the new 90mn'l) boing manufactured by Chevrolot, Oliver and
WVhelnnd~-carricges by Allis Chalwers, Buckeye, Link Belt, Worthington
Pump, York Safe end lock, Hoe and Co, and Otis Elovator.(z) Thie g\mia
adoption merked a great advance over the 3%; firat used in the Pacific
on 7 August by the Herines at (uadalesnel, L$ Col K W Benner, USMO,

testifled he would rather have ono battery of 90's than three of 3”.(3) |
~ About the same time the new 40mm Bofors Apn (menufactured by

Ohrysler with curriages by Fireatons) bocane available, although the

37mm was still mumfmstured.“) In many cases the aontinental units

vere given the now 40 and shipped their 37's o;reruem to units which

" (8)

were thoroughly familiar with 1t and-ﬁtheq_."j Advance in-

s Director.

formation on the 40mm (later incorporated in TH 9-262) was given the
4th AA Command in April. This gun was greatly suporior to the 37mm tut
its adoption nacessitated a great nany mlnor modifications to perfect

its usefulnesa. Iy mid-Septaember practically all AWpns units in the

(1) 12 90's arrived with the 369th CA(AA} (014) at Sen Diegp on 8 May;
16 with the 8034 CA(AA) at LA on 28 June. (Bistory of Z7th AAA
Brigade, page 38, 30.)

(2) FEsxtract from Program Demonstrntion of New Ordnance Materisl, Aber--
desn Proving Ground® 16 Mar 42 (4AACT 472, $10).

(3) Interviswed by Lt Col Hobert Tottsn. W.D,AAF Lty to Director of Aflr

@ Defsnsa, Hq AAF, "Rpt on Morine AA at Cuadalcanal® (4AACF 350.08, #17).

4) Inia.

(B) 4MAOF $#472, Doos 14, 168, 20, 41.
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4AAC were equipped with 1t.(1)

Until that tima shortageu of T/0 equip— y
ment continusd to exist (mee next page) |
The mixed equipment which existed to n greatur' or lasser degree
in all units during the summer .of 1942 18 well illustrated in Btry' F‘ |
of the 6034 CA(AA) at Los Angeles. On 1 July 1t had two 40mm Bofors
with H-5 Directors, two 37mm with N-B Directors, two 37's with Central
Tracer Control H-1, two 37's with two air-coolsd callbver .50 HG's
mounted coaxially, and sixteen .5O calidar water éooiéd wachine m.
Mot until 19 September did thie battalion get its full allotment of
32 Bofors and H-B Directors and then thes cannon had to be paseed through
the 7th Ordnance Company for inspection and adjultnant before thoy could
be used. (¥
By the middle of August 1942 the equlpnen't, of the AA units on the
Pacific Coast was much more satisfactory but they voro. 8till on an average
about 40% short of up to date equipment. The following 4AA Command sum-
marization of “Report of Armament on Hand® es of 13 August tells the
story of TBA deficisenciea. | |

l'ully nquimmd with 90’5 and '3"

53% short on 37ma M-3A-1's, but enough H~3's to cut this
percentage "short® to 20%.

12% short on cel .50 MG's, but 21 dual mounted .50'3 almost
exactly mnde up the shortages.

206% short on 60" Slt's.

776 ® % S0R 268's.

20% % % M4 Directors.
626 ® ¥ N5 Directors.

20% % % M7 Directors,

12% ¥ " Haight Finders.

(1) 37th Brig Lir 323.5 to OC 4AAC, 9 Sep 42, "Plen for Gun and A¥pns
Defense of LAT(4AAOF 660.3, #44); History of 747th AAA A¥pns Bn, p 1.
(3) History of543a AWpns Bn, p 7-8.
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!66$ % 37um W-3A-1's but supply of H-3's cut this shortage

36% ghort on oal.50 HG's but 352 dunl mounts largely compensated
for T/0 ashortage of 101 single units.
25% short on 60" 8lt's.

724 " 50R 268's.

208 9 ¥ Heq Directors.

76% * " K8 Dirsotors.

3% 1 N7 Directors.

21% % " Height Finders.
22th Briznds

No shortage S0mn or 3" guns. '

86% short on 37mm M-3A-1's but senough u-:s's on hond to cut thin
shortage to BOR.

27% shart on o0al.B0 NG'a, slightly more than commensatod by the
52 dual mounts.

Yo shortege on 60" Slts.

B4% short on SOR 268's,

20% ahort on M~4 Directors.

84% " " N8 Directora (but 24 M<6's on hend).

208 * " M7 Directors.

20% ¥ ¥ Height Finders.

338 Brigade

Ko shortages on 90mm guns.

48% short on 37mm M-3A-1 guns but the 14 M-3's on hand cut this
shortags to 26%,

31% short on cal .50 KO's but almost compensated for by the 17
dual mounts on hend.

16% short on 60" S1ts.

619 ® ® 3(R 268's.

506 ¥ % KB Dirsctors.

308 " *  H-7 Dirsotors.

ash " % Height Finders.

Y t

164 of 160 TBA 90mm guns on hand (1008)

95 of 96 TBA 3" guna on hand (98%)

169 of 448 TBA 37mm u—-a—»-:. guns on hand leaving a shortage
of 379, partial.‘.ly oompennatud by 124. H-3's and raising
% on hend to (6!

851 of 1140 TBA onl .50 HG's almost compensated for by 122
dual mounts on hand {count doudle) (96%).

290 of 340 TRBA 60Y H1ta on hamd

94 of 268 3CR 268's on hand (36k)

34 of 30 M-4 Directors on hrnd (80%)

166 of 560 M-5 Directors on hand (28%)

38 of 50 M-7 Diractors on hand (7

48 of 64 Height Pinders on hand (75%)

® (24 K-B Directors for 40mm guns not included.)
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Ammunition supplies in August were atill low. XZounds avalladle

. 1
per gun (continuous firing time in parenthesis) were as fonowst( )
Sapn Diogo &_&m San Tranoisco .sula

90mm ' 39l 532
(zz&') (aay') (183") (25 )

" ¥o guns 683 1012 |

ey (26%) (404") ( Baﬁ' ) AN

37mm 1658 1196 1496 . 1339

(14%) (10*) (124%) (11%) |
50 cal. 4798 4472 3091 5553 : v

(93") (83") 4 (%) (11%)

By Dagsmbey> ths supply was even lower with the totsl rounda on hnnd
throughout the Command bYeing:

13 December 398 660 313 asga (2)
5 Pelruary B33 1184 323 3986 !3
13 July 584 — 163 3890 \4,

S0 lov had the 40mm ammunition fallen, as lndioated under the
12 July item above, that General De¥itt importuned the War Department
for a more adequate supply characteriszing the shortage in this itenm as
constituting "an extremely hazardous nituation".(s) The War Department
replied that the situntion would be reatified ms soon as possidle but
that oritical shortages in theatres of h;ghest operational priority would

have to ba satisfled firat. (6)

(1) 4AAC Memo, 8 Aug 43.

(2) 4AAC Rpt of Aumo Status, 13 Deo 42 (4AAOF, 471)

(3) 1Ivid, 5 Feb 43.

(4) 1Ivid, 13 Jul 43.

(B) WDO Ltr 471 (Ord) 14 Jul 43, to 0/S, USA, WD (4AAOF 471 #35).
(6) 1st Ind to idid, dtd 30 Jul 43.
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On 16 August the basis for figuring the adequacy of smmnition
supply was changed. JHased on operationa in theatres of WAr a new.
table was adopted calculated on “Day of Supply of Ammnition". This:
woa figured on the "estimated a;urm expenditure...per day 1:; -c;apa;gn
sese® (1 and provided that for antiairoraft weapons a sixty day Bugply
voulld constituto the minimum to be maintainad. This aixty day suirpl: a
was based on an aversge "day of supply* for S0mm guns of 10 rounds, ror
40mm cannon 10 rounds, end for caliber .50 H@'n of 100 roundé. ﬁonco
the. sﬁty days of supply would de 600, 600 aﬁd ‘6000 respectively. (2)

On 25 October the ¥WDO abolished the term "Day of Supﬁly" and -~ -
substituted for it the torm "Unit of Pire®. This was sat at 300 roun?in
for ths 90mm and the 40mm and at 1300 rounds far the caliber .60 MG's
(AA). The total rounds muthorized for the 90 end 40 was left at 600
but the unit of firs prescridbed by WDC was 300; the rounds nuthoﬂzod

for the callber .50 was 3000 with the unlt of fire fixed at 1200.(3)

It may be mentioned at this point that a spare barrel for essh 40mm
gun becape available for the first time on 23 Octobder 194854)301'91‘.0!0:'0
one spare per battery had been all that could be secured for continental

battalions.

(1) VDG Etr 471 (Oxd), 1D Aug 43, to OO 4AAG inolosing WD Ltr A G 471

(2-1-43)0B-S-SPINO-H, 1 Fed 43 and Indl thereto (4AACF 471 $39).

(2) Incl to Ibid. The 8000 rds for oal. .50 MG's was ohanged to 3000
rds (40% AP, 408 Incend and 20% tracer) by WDC Lir 471/WW 331,
23 Sep 43, Autht WD Ltr AG 471 (13 Sep 43)0B-S.D-M, (4AAOF 471 #68.)

(3) WDO Lty 471 (0rd) to OO 4AAD et ml, 25 Oot 43, "Unit of Fire for
WDG" (4AAQF 471 $90). Amended 3 Nov 43 to 125 rde as unit of fire
for S0mm with muthorized mllotment left at 600, WDC Ltr 471/472

: (Ord) to GO each Brigade, 2 Nov 43 (4AACF 471, #111).

(4) WD Ltr 473.93/182085POFS, Ohlef of Ord to 00 Benicia Depot, 23 Bect

: 43, "Spare Barrel Assemblies.®
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Rounds per gun on;‘ in the Command at various dates wers as
follows: (1)
4 hug 43 5689 366 4081
20 Sep 43 615 337 40056
12 Oct 43 588 337 4005
14 Nov 43 HE 877 - 338 AP 159
AP 34 10 I 0
' 1 40.1
27 Jul 44 BQO ' SOOV 3000

On 28 August 1944 (AA Oommand mow under the Fourth Afr Force),
the threat of any serious attack on the Weat Coast having iéréoly dis-
appeared, Hq AAF decided, on ndvics of the Yourth Air ¥orce and 4th AA

‘Cosmand, to out the allotment of combat ammunition to AM units. The
allotment was therefore cut to a thirty (30) day supply figured at five
(5) rounds per day for $0ma's (160 rds)i st eight (8) ‘rounds per day
for the 40mm (240 rds); at twenty five (25) rounds par day for the
oaliver .60 machims gun (760 »da). 3

It is of course obvious that this small amount of ammanition cut
the sustained fire of the 90mm, 40mm and calider .50 HG to 6%, 2%, and
13" respectively, but 1n view of the fact that th.;r_oat‘ of merious attack
to the West Oomst no longor existed, that cons_idara‘blo suppliss were
available on short notice from Fourth Air Force installations and that
minonaély larger‘ amounts were needed by our troops overseas than had been

axiticipated. it wns regarded as sufficient.

(1) 4AAOF 471 under appropriate dates. '

(3) Hq AAF Ltr 471 (8 Jul 44) 11 Jul 44, “Antiaireraft Munitions*,
to GO 4AF, with 4 Inds (QAACY 471 $8), 4th Ind by mo dtd 16 Sep,
App B, Doo 38.
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